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Pope Leo XIV praised Venerable 
Archbishop Fulton J Sheen as a model 
for missionaries worldwide, ahead of 
his beatification on the 24th September 
this year. Speaking to National 
Directors of the Ponfical Mission 
Societes from more than 120 countries, 
the Pope highlighted Archbishop 
Sheen’s evangelising legacy, his 
commitment to the missions and the 
enduring importance of World Mission 
Sunday as the Church celebrates its 
centenary in 2026. 

Archbishop Sheen was born Peter John 
Sheen on 8th May 1895 in Illinois, the 
oldest of four sons of Newton and 
Delia Sheen, who were of Irish descent. 
He was called PJ as a boy, but came to 
prefer the name Fulton, his mother’s 
maiden name. 

Archbishop Sheen was ordained a priest 
on 20th September 1919. He became 
well known as a theologian and taught 
Theology and Philosophy at the Catholic 
University of America in Washington 
DC. He served as a parish priest before 
his appointment as auxiliary bishop 
for the Archdiocese of New York in 
1951. He held this position until 1966, 

when he was made 
bishop of Rochester. 
He resigned in 1969 
as his 75th birthday 
approached 
and was made 
archbishop of 
Newport, Wales.

For 20 years, Archbishop Sheen  
hosted a night time radio programme, 
The Catholic Hour on NBC (1930-
1950), before moving to television to 
present Life is Worth Living (1952-1957). 
Archbishop Sheen’s final presenting role 
was The Fulton Sheen Program (1961-
1968). His media legacy lives on to this 
day as his shows were re-broadcast on 
EWTN from 2009. 

In 1950, Archbishop Sheen was 
appointed National Director of the 
Society for the Propagation of the 
Faith in the United States. During his 
16 years as National Director, he raised 
an estimated $200 million for global 
Catholic missions [equivalent to over $2.1 
billion today]. In addition, he personally 
donated more than $10 million 
[equivalent to over $100 million today] of 
his own media earnings. 

Archbishop Fulton J Sheen



I attended the Pontifical Mission 
Societies’ Annual Meeting in Rome 
once again this year at the end of 
May. Pope Leo XIV praised Archbishop 
Fulton Sheen, former National Director 
of the PMS in the United States, 
holding him up as an example for 
missionaries around the world ahead of 
his beatification later this year. 

His praise of Archbishop Sheen came 
as Pope Leo, the first pope born in 
the United States and the first to 
have spent most of his priesthood 
as a missionary, addressed National 
Directors from more than 120 
countries, at the General Assembly of 
the Pontifical Mission Societies. 

The Pope praised the American 
archbishop, who served as National 
Director of the Society for the 
Propagation of the Faith, for using 
communication skills and tools of 
the time to proclaim the Gospel and 
support the Church’s missionary work. 

“Archbishop Sheen was a light of 
faith, hope and love that shone 
through the radio and television media 
for decades,” the Pope said. “His 
broadcasts touched millions with the 

hope of the Gospel and his initiatives 
and efforts resulted in enormous 
spiritual and material aid to the 
churches of first evangelisation.”

Pope Leo concluded his refection on 
Archbishop Sheen by expressing the 
hope that the future blessed would 
continue to inspire missionary leaders 
throughout the world. “May our new 
Blessed be an example for all of the 
National and Diocesan Directors of the 
Pontifical Mission Societies throughout 
the world,” he said. 

Again, I extend a very special thank you 
to our donors and supporters, whose 
generosity makes it all possible.  

Missio Ireland National Director 

Dear Friend, 
I am writing to thank you for your continued support of Missio Ireland, 
which is the Irish branch of the Pontifical Mission Societies [PMS], the Holy 
Father’s official charity for overseas mission. Having given many years as a 
missionary, working with the poor and margalised people of our world, I am 
only too aware of their needs. 
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1st June 2026
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During an audience 
with participants 
of the annual 

General Assembly, Pope 
Leo highlighted two major 
milestone anniversaries for 
the missionary movement 
in 2026. This year marks 
the 100th anniversary 
of the establishment of 
World Mission Sunday, 
which takes place on the 
penultimate Sunday of 
October each year. This 
year, Mission Sunday falls 
on the 18th October.  Pope 
Leo noted that for a century, 
the annual observance has 
invited Catholics worldwide 
to unite in prayer, sacrifice 
and generosity for the 
Church’s mission in 
territories where the Gospel 
is still being proclaimed for 
the first time and where 
local Churches are young. 
“On this day, every Catholic 
community is invited to 

pray and offer spiritual 
and material sacrifices for 
the missionary efforts in 
areas of first evangelisation 
and the support of young 
churches,” he said. 

Pope Leo emphasised that 
the collection taken on 
Mission Sunday remains 
essential for supporting the 
Church’s missionary work. 
Through the Pontifical 
Society for the Propagation 
of the Faith, the funds 
assist more than 1,130 
ecclesiastical jurisdictions, 
helping them to establish 
essential ecclesiastical 
infrasctucture and support 
missionary initiatives 
in territories of first 
evangelisation. 

The Pope also pointed 
to another anniversary 
being celebrated this year: 
the 110th anniversary of 
the Pontifical Missionary 

Union, founded by Blessed 
Paolo Manna. Each year 
at Missio Ireland, a little 
booklet entitled Prayers 
and Reflections is produced 
to highlight the spiritual 
aspect of Pontifical 
Missionary Union. This 
booklet, which celebrates 
its 50th anniversary this 
year, is printed to coincide 
with World Day of the 
Sick, 11th February. 

Reflecting on the theme 
chosen for this year’s 
Mission Sunday, ‘One 
in Christ, united in 
mission’ the Pope said 
it both commemorates 
the centenary of the 
celebration and points 
to the Church’s future 
missionary calling. He 
said that this year’s theme 
“highlights the unity of 
believers and marks the 
100th anniversary of this 
global celebration. It 
invites all of the members 
of the Church to a deeper 
communion in Christ 
and to a fuller unity in his 
divine mission of love.”

Calling the work of 
the Pontifical Mission 
Societies “essential”, the 
Pope encouraged National 
Directors to persevere 
in their service to the 
Church’s mission. 
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AFRICA
•	 Ten missionaries were killed in 

Africa: six priests, two seminarians 
and two catechists. 

•	 The details of missionaries killed 
in 2024, circulated last year, did 
not include the name of Fr Tobias 
Chukwujekwu Okonkwo, a priest 
and pharmacist, who was killed near 
Ihiala, Nigeria, on 26th December 
2024. 

BURKINA FASO (2)

•	 Mathias Zongo and Christian 
Tientga, two catechists, who were 
travelling by motorbike with two 
other catechists, were killed on 25th 
January. The four pastoral workers of 
the parish of Ouakara were allegedly 
attacked by a group of armed men 
while they were near the town of 
Bondokuy.

NIGERIA (5) 

•	 Fr Sylvester Okechukwu, parish 
priest of St Mary Tachira Church, 
Kafanchan diocese, was kidnapped 
from his residence in Tachira on 4th 
March. His lifeless body was found 
on 5th March.

•	 Andrew Peter, a 21 year old 
seminarian, was murdered by 
kidnappers who had abducted him 
along with Fr Philip Ekweli from the 
rectory of St Peter’s Catholic Church 
in Iviukhua-Agenebode. The two 
were taken by the gunmen to nearby 
forests. Fr Ekweli was released by 
the kidnappers on 13th March. The 
news of the seminarian’s murder was 
released by Auchi diocese on 17th 
March. 

•	 Fr Godfrey Chukwuma Oparaekwe, 
parish priest of St Ambrose Church in 
Ubakala was killed while attempting 
to mediate a family dispute on 17th 
June. 

•	 Fr Matthew Eya, parish priest of St 
Charles Church, Nsukka, was shot 
dead on 19th September.

•	 Emmanuel Alabi, a seminarian, 
lost his life due to circumstances 
related to his kidnapping. He was 
abducted on 10th July in the attack 
on the Immaculate Conception 
Minor Seminary in Ivianokpodi, 
Auchi diocese. He died from injuries 
sustained during his capture. His 
tragic death was confirmed by the 
diocese on 5th November.

Missionaries  killed in  2025
Every year, a report by the Fides News Agency, the Vatican 
based news agency, presents the stories of missionaries 
and pastoral workers who have been murdered around 
the world. The 2025 report highlights the tragic deaths 
of 17 Catholic missionaries, 10 of them in Africa. 
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KENYA (1)
•	 Fr Alloyce Cheruiyot Bett was shot 

dead on 22nd May, at the end of Mass 
in the small Christian community 
in the village of Kakbiken. Several 
gunmen fired shots, one of which 
hit Fr Bett in the neck, killing him 
instantly

SIERRA LEONE (1) 
•	 Fr Augustine Dauda Amadu was 

killed in the early hours of the 
morning, on 29th- 30th August, in his 
home in the outskirts of Kenema.

SUDAN (1)
•	 Fr Luka Jomo, parish priest in the 

city of El Fasher, Darfur, was killed by 
a stray bullet that took his life and 
those of two other young people.

THE AMERICAS
•	 Four missionaries were killed in the 

Americas, two priests and two nuns. 

HAITI (2)
•	 Evanette Onezaire and Jeanne 

Voltaire, of the Little Sisters of St 
Thérèse of the Child Jesus, were 
murdered by armed gangs in 
Mirebalais, about fifty kilometres 
northeast of the Haitian capital, 
Port-au-Prince.

MEXICO (1) 
•	 Fr Bertoldo Pantaleón Estrada, 

who disappeared on 4th October 
in Cocula, was found murdered on 
6th October between the towns of 
Zumpango and Mezcala.

UNITED STATES (1) 
•	 Fr Arul Carasala, parish priest of Ss 

Peter & Paul Church in Seneca, Kansas, 
was shot and killed on 3rd April in his 
rectory. 

ASIA
•	 Two missionaries were killed in Asia, 

one priest and one layperson. 

MYANMAR (1)
•	 Fr Donald Martin, a 44 year old 

diocesan priest of the Mandalay 
Archdiocese, is the first Burmese 
Catholic priest killed in the civil 
conflict in Myanmar. His lifeless body, 
mutilated and disfigured by stab 
wounds, was found on 14th February 
by parishioners in the grounds of the 
parish of Our Lady of Lourdes, where 
he was the parish priest.

PHILIPPINES (1)
•	 Mark Christian Malaca, a 39 year 

old school teacher at St Stephen 
Academy, a Catholic school in the 
city of Laur, was shot dead on 4th 
November by unknown assailants in 
the village of San Juan, where he lived.

EUROPE
•	 One priest was killed in Europe. 

POLAND (1)
•	 Fr Grzegorz Dymek, 58, was found 

strangled in his rectory on 13th 
February. He had been serving in the 
parish of Our Lady of Fatima since its 
foundation in 1998.
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Your support 
makes the work 
of missionaries 
possible
Missio Ireland is the Holy 
Father’s official charity 
for overseas mission and 
missionaries. Each member of 
the Church family, regardless 
of location or background, 
can do their part in helping 
and celebrating the work of 
missionaries. 

The spiritual and financial 
support you offer plays an 
enormous part in giving 
missionaries courage, so that 
they can keep loving, serving 
and sharing God’s love, mercy 
and peace with others. 

To make a donation simply 
complete the form and return 
it to Missio Ireland, 64 Lower 
Rathmines Road, Dublin D06 
N2H1. Alternatively, you 
can also offer a donation by 
calling:

01 497 2035 
or online at: 

www.missio.ie
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Thank you for all you make possible. We 
want to keep you up to date on how you 
are helping missionaries change lives. If you 
would prefer not to receive updates please 
call 01 497 2035 or email info@missio.ie and 
we will amend your contact preferences.  
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