Missio 2026 Lenten Prayer Service for Schools

Opening Hymn: Play music or a hymn as the pupils enter the sacred space.

Leader: We begin our prayer service with a reminder that Jesus died and
rose again for us and so we gather in the name of the Father, and of the
Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

All: Amen.

Reader 1: Lent is a time when we pray, do kind things for other people,
give up things and give to others, as we prepare to celebrate the great
feast of Easter.

Reader 2: For forty days, we accompany Jesus on his journey to Calvary,
and we see the mercy he shows towards others, despite his suffering.
Just as God shows mercy towards us, like Jesus, we try to show mercy to
others.

Reader 3: So, this Lent, we will fake our Lenten journey alongside families
around the world living in poverty, especially those who are suffering
because of climate change.

Leader: Opening prayer: Loving and compassionate God, teach us to show

love and mercy to each other. As we begin our journey through Lent,

inspire us to be generous and kind. Amen.
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(Excerpt from Matthew's Gospel 4:11)

Reader 1: Jesus was led by the Spirit out into the wilderness to be
tempted by the devil. He fasted for forty days and forty nights, after
which he was very hungry, and the tempter came and said to him, 'If you
are the Son of God, tell these stones to turn into loaves.’ But Jesus
replied, 'Scripture says: Man does not live on bread alone but on every
word that comes from the mouth of God.’

The Gospel of the Lord. All: Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ.

Reader 2: Loving God, we pray for our school family, feachers and friends
as we begin this season of Lent. Help us to be generous in our actions.

Lord, hear us. All: Lord, graciously hear us.

Reader 3: Caring God, we pray for families who are suffering because of
climate change. Through our studies on the environment, help us to
support more families and help to build a better world.

Lord, hear us. All: Lord, graciously hear us.

Reader 4: Gentle God, we pray for the missions and all those who work for
justice all over the world. As we live out our school's Bi Cinedlta
programme, let us never lose hope for a fair and just world.

Lord, hear us. All: Lord, graciously hear us.

Reader 5: Wonderful God, we pray for one another as we journey through
Lent. As we pray, give things up, fundraise and think of others, inspire us
to be kind and show mercy in our actions.

Lord, hear us. All: Lord, graciously hear us.

Leader: Closing prayer: Loving God, help us to work together to share what
we have so that everyone has what they need. Help us to build a better
world where each of us can become the best person we can be. Amen.

Leader: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Closing Hymn: Play music or a hymn as the pupils leave the sacred space.



Pray the Rosary during Lent

The Rosary is a special tool to help us pray. The World Mission Rosary reminds us to pray for others
around the world. Each decade of the World Mission Rosary represents a different area of the world
where missionaries share the Good News of Jesus.

How to Pray the World Mission Rosary

1.

N
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Hold the crucifix on your rosary beads and make the Sign of the Cross. w w

Move your fingers to the first bead and pray the Our Father.
On each of the next three beads, pray one Hail Mary.
Pray the Glory Be on the fourth bead.

Now start the decade of the rosary: pray one Our Father, ten Hail Marys and one
Glory Be and move your fingers along the beads as your pray.

Pray 5 decades of the rosary using the following World Mission colours.

Africa: The first colour of the World Mission Rosary is green. Let us pray a decade of
the World Mission Rosary for the people of Africa and all the missionaries working
there. Let us pray for peace, that fighting will end. Amen.

The Americas: The second colour is red. Let us pray a decade of the World Mission
Rosary for the people of the Americas and all the missionaries working there. Let us
pray for good health, that the sick may recover. Amen.

Europe: The third colour is white. Let us pray a decade of the World Mission Rosary for
the people of Europe and all the missionaries working there. Let us pray for those in
poverty, that they may be nourished. Amen.

Oceania: The fourth colour is blue. Let us pray a decade of the World Mission Rosary
for the people of Oceania and all the missionaries working there. Let us pray for lonely
Christians, that they may be comforted. Amen.

Asia: The fifth colour is yellow. Let us pray a decade of the World Mission Rosary for
the people of Asia and all the missionaries working there. Let us pray for those in
power, that they may be filled with hope and love. Amen.
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Lent prayer intentions

Use our Lent prayer intentions, and colour in each leaf, as a family everyday from Ash Wednesday to Easter Sunday.
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On Palm Sunday, we remember how the people of Jerusalem welcomed Jesus into the city.

What can you do to welcome him into your heart, home and school today?
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