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Dear Friends,

I hope our Annual Review for 2020 finds you well
and safe. Please read on to learn more about World
Missions Ireland and how, with the help of the
faithful of Ireland, we continued to support overseas
mission and missionaries during a very challenging
year.

Our Work
dark days of 2020.
Through authentic
acts of kindness
like these, we are
living examples
of the Lord’s
work, and indeed
missionaries in our
own right! This fills
Father Michael P O'Sullivan
me with endless
gratitude, so once again, thank you!

First and foremost, I wish to extend my sincerest
thanks to the individuals, bishops, priests, sisters,
brothers, congregations, parishes and dioceses,
who despite the uncertain days of the pandemic,
responded to the plea of our overseas brothers and
sisters by giving generously, and more specifically
I look forward to 2021 with great excitement, not
towards Pope Francis' Covid-19 Emergency Fund and only for the brighter days that will come, but also
'I am a mission, always;
World Mission Sunday.
because World Missions Ireland will continue its
you
areMissio
a mission,
always;
journey under its new
name
Ireland.
As
Generosity is so much more than money alone.
we move closer to these
days,
I remainman
positive
Every person has something of value to give - be
every
baptised
andand
hopeful for the communities that we continue to
it through their time and skills, or by offering their
woman is a mission'
prayers. With this in mind, I extend my thanks even help because of the support of people like you,
further to our Diocesan Directors, our Mission
Team volunteers, and any person who kept overseas
missionaries in their hearts and prayers during the
Father Michael P O'Sullivan
National Director
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World Missions Ireland is the Holy Father’s official charity
for overseas mission and we are part of a global network
serving the Church in over 120 countries. Through this
network and the kindness of the Irish faithful, we strive
to help the Church to share the joy of the Gospel in
some of the most remote corners of the world, primarily

in Africa, Asia, and Latin America. To help build and
maintain vibrant Christian communities, we raise spiritual
and financial support by highlighting the vital work of
missionaries who are living out their faith more fully
through their charitable projects overseas.
To help we support four key areas:

Building and
Growing

Training and
Educating

Children
Helping Children

Prayer
and Mission

Supporting missionaries
and funding Church
projects overseas

Training the next generation
of priests, sisters, brothers
and lay catechists

Young people sharing hope
and solidarity with the
world's poorest children

Nurturing the missionary
spirit through prayer, faith
formation and education
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Sister Marie Catherine
Overseas missionaries fulfil much more than just the spiritual needs for some of the world's poorest people. They
also provide practical and social support which offers struggling communities the skills and tools they need to ease
poverty and injustice. Living examples of this are Sr. Marie
Catherine and Sr. Félicité, who are serving communities in
Niger. Their story was shared as part of the World Mission
Sunday Appeal:
Mother Marie Catherine, as her sisters call her,
came from Senegal to Maradi, a village in Niger,
West Africa, in 2006. It was here, on the edge of the
desert, where she founded the 'Servants of Christ'
congregation - the first Christian community in this
predominantly Muslim country.
Niger is one of the poorest countries in the world.
The West-African monsoon used to bring rain from
May to October. But it’s become increasingly rare.
Famine and drought means that over 2.4 million,
including 800,000 children, are starving and
vulnerable, and there are no improvements in sight.
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Women and girls endure the most - child marriage
can see little girls married to men old enough to
be their grandfathers. Female genital mutilation, a
cruel, centuries-old tradition, is still widespread in

people the tools they need to tackle hunger and
poverty. Hygiene programmes show women how to
make soap and the simple precautions they need to
prevent the spread of diseases. Their feeding centre
allows maize to be distributed to those families who
need it the most. While their school offers girls and
boys a better future.

gain the respect of Imams (Muslim religious
leaders), village chiefs and the Sultan. Their work
is not concerned with converting Muslims to
Christianity, they simply, ‘want to know the people
and show them the tenderness of the Lord’, says Sr
Félicité, a fellow sister of Marie Catherine.

Against the odds

Regardless of what may come, Sister Marie
Catherine remains hopeful, 'the symbol of our
congregation is a large cross in a little boat. Our
community is young and small', she explains 'but
our devotion and trust in God is
great. Our little boat is not easily
rocked, even by big waves!'

Despite serving in a mostly male-dominated
Muslim society, the sisters have still managed to

Niger. It is nearly always carried out on young girls.
It has no health benefits and only causes harm.

Bringing hope
Sister Marie Catherine and her congregation fight
poverty and drought, and also these degrading
practices that violate human rights. Their
community gardens and craft workshops give local
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At a Glance 2020
2020 was a year like no other. The pandemic forced
most Masses behind closed doors, preventing the
faithful celebrating shoulder-to-shoulder. But despite the
struggles and challenges Irish parishes faced, they chose
not to ignore the plea of our overseas neighbours.

World Mission Sunday
Latin America, and despite World Mission Sunday taking
place during level five lock-down, dioceses, parishes,
congregations and individuals still responded generously.

The pandemic forced us apart, but the kindness raised
and shared, both spiritually and financially, is testament
In April, Pope Francis announced the Covid-19 Emergency to the beauty of our faith which kept us close.
Fund to assist vulnerable communities in Africa, Asia and

Kindness Raised 2020

€1,117,026

Raised towards
World Mission
Sunday
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€222,863

Raised on behalf
of the Pope Francis
Covid-19 Emergency
Fund

Kindness Shared 2020

€942,000

Sent overseas to
help build & maintain
struggling Christian
communities

The figure of €942,000 in 'Kindness Shared' was sourced from funds raised in 2019 & 2020

€71,000

Irish Mass Offerings
sent to priests in
mission dioceses

World Mission Sunday is the Church's annual appeal
for spiritual and financial support to aid the work of
missionaries and overseas mission. As it is a papal
collection, all parishes worldwide contribute towards
the day. Collections take place in every parish where
the Church is present. This includes not just Ireland
and Europe, but also in poorer parishes in developing
Achonry 				
€19,624
Ardagh & Clonmacnois
€24,600
Armagh
€41,204
Cashel & Emly
€32,500
Clogher
€13,665
Clonfert
€15,993
Cloyne
€21,000
Cork & Ross
€16,294
Derry
€75,605
Down & Connor
€70,103
Dromore
€13,483
Dublin
€266,664
Elphin
€28,897
							
						
Figures as per our audited Financial Statement

countries. It is a moment of universal solidarity when
each member of the Church family, regardless of location
or background, can play their part in supporting each
other.
Provided below is the break-down of World Mission
Sunday contributions from Irish Dioceses, and donations
from Congregations and Chaplains, and Individuals:
Ferns
€34,766
Galway
€11,720
Kerry
€22,902
Kildare & Leighlin
€30,673
Killala
€15,000
Killaloe
€31,169
Kilmore
€25,003
Limerick
€11,094
Meath
€28,885
Ossory
€7,937
Raphoe
€18,650
Tuam
€40,215
Waterford & Lismore
€18,914
Congregations and Chaplains
€27,979
Individuals
€152,489
€1,117,026
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SUPPORT FOR MISSION DIOCESES

How Funding was Raised
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How Funding was Shared and Distributed

WORLD MISSION SUNDAY

€1,117,026

SUPPORT FOR MISSION DIOCESES

€942,757

OTHER DONATIONS

€423,847

RAISING FUNDS

€351,980

MASS INTENTIONS

€67,752

INVESTMENT / OTHER

€13,088

LEGACIES

€10,600

SCHOOLS

€10,117

MISSION GIFTS

€4,692

MASS OFFERINGS

€71,000

MISSION ANIMATION & EDUCATION

€68,737
€€1,434,474

€€1,647,122

Our finances are independently audited every year. If
you would like a copy of the our fully audited Financial
Statements, please contact us directly. Alternatively,
our Financial Statements are submitted annually to the
Charities Regulator and are available on its website.
'Support for Mission Dioceses' was sourced from
funds raised in 2019 & 2020
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Where We Sent Mass Offerings

Countries Supported

SRI LANKA

€14,800

ZAMBIA

€10,800

CONGO

€9,400

NIGERIA

€7,600

SOUTH AFRICA

€7,200

CHINA

€5,000

UKRAINE

€5,000

UGANDA

€4,000

ETHIOPIA

€2,400

TANZANIA

€2,400

PAKISTAN

€1,600

SOLOMON ISLANDS

Most of the donations we receive, including those for
World Mission Sunday, become part of the Holy Father’s
Universal Solidarity Fund. This Fund is a lifeline for some
of the most marginalised communities and missionaries
across the globe. It provides essential aid for mission
dioceses, of which there are more than 1,100, mostly in

Gabon
€265,680

Below is a snap-shot of most of the countries supported
in 2020 as a result of Ireland's contribution towards the
Fund.

Togo
€211,274

Senegal
€209,394

Côte d'Ivoire
€87,652

Congo DRC
€85,107

Kenya
€50,385

Rwanda

Myanmar
€20,979

Burkina Faso
€32,000

Zambia
€7,862

Sri Lanka
€6,710

€800
Cameroon
€47,000

12 Mass Offerings were sourced from Mass Intentions received in 2020

Africa, Asia and Latin America. The Fund ultimately allows
the men, women and children in mission dioceses to
grow and flourish.

€40,649
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Organisational Structure
Staff
National Director					Fr. Michael O'Sullivan		
National Secretary SMC 				Julieann Moran			
Diocesan Mission Animator				
Jim Farrell 			
Finance Officer 						Maeve Sullivan			
Marketing & Fundraising Coordinator			
Eimear Larkin			
PA & Office Manager 					
Fiona Walsh
		

Diocesan Directors
Fr. Peter Gallagher		Achonry			
Fr. PJ Hughes
Ardagh and Clonmacnois
Fr. Barry Matthews
Armagh				
Fr. Celsus Tierney
Cashel and Emly 		
Fr. Brian Early
Clogher 			
Fr. Brendan Lawless
Clonfert 			
Fr. Mícheál Leader
Cloyne 				
Fr. Pat Fogarty
Cork and Ross 			
Fr. David O’Kane
Derry 				
Fr. Conor McGrath
Down and Connor		
Appointment Pending Dromore 			
Fr. Pat Carroll
Dublin 				
Deacon Wando Araujo 		Elphin				

Fr. Patrick Cushen
Fr. Michael King
Fr. Ger Godley 		
Fr. George Augustine
Appointment Pending
Fr. Tom O’Halloran
Fr. John McMahon
Fr. Derek Leonard
Fr. Tony Gavin		
Fr. Seán O’Connor
Fr. Damien Nejad
Fr. Chris Brennan
Mr. Gerard Deegan

Advisory Board
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Archbishop Kieran O’Reilly (Chair)			
Mr. Niall Kennedy
Sr. Liz Murphy						Fr. Pat Carroll
Mr. Seamus McDonald			

Ferns
Galway
Kerry
Kildare and Leighlin
Killala
Killaloe
Kilmore
Limerick
Meath
Ossory
Raphoe
Tuam
Waterford and Lismore

64 Lr Rathmines Road
Dublin D06 N2H1
01 497 2035 | www.missio.ie
Charity no. CHY 2318

